26th.?Slept better last night than before the operation, the gnawing pain being now quite gone. A good deal of serous discharge. The arm is allowed to lie, at a right angle, on a pillow, with a piece of lint to soak it up. There is no splint, and the wound is exposed to the atmosphere. [Remarks:?Excision of the elbow is an operation of such established reputation, and its results so wonderful in regard to the use of the joint, that the interest of the surgeon is now confined to the cases suitable, the mode of operating, and the after-treatment. The preceding series of cases, all operated on within a year, contains examples of almost every condition for which it may be undertaken, except primary excision for injury. With regard to the mode of operating, the single straight incision, in every instance except one, sufficed to expose the parts to be excised. As to the after-treatment, I have entirely discarded the use of any splint or apparatus. In some instances the limb was laid partially bent, on a pillow, without any dressing whatever. In others, a water dressing and bandage were applied. In a third set, carbolic acid and oil, and over that antiseptic putty, were used. In all, the progress to cure was uninterrupted, except by the formation of small abscesses, the evacuation of which was followed by rapid progress. Nothing in the mode of after-treatment seemed to make any difference in the occurrence of these secondary abscesses; and I am inclined to believe that?considering the comfort of the patient, the rapidity of the cure, and the after result?the best treatment is by position, rest, removal of any discharge which may trickle away, and abstaining from any dressing whatever.? G.B.] 
